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, Siace Apr il 1965. Hanoi'* official policy position on the 
DRY'S objective* in Vietnam and the nece..ary retirement* .or 

2 . o a l 2 Js X J jml I dl»tribol«d n yeg ort 

claiming that\ \ 

. . ItiaUlance on Pong 1 * Four 

stated that althouf s uuismifc “ 

Point. n. ^ 

m „t r.mnto.d Hanoi*. oHletol to ^ 

adopted a somewhat different policy lute. I — — t~^ 

fgOTgi Vietnam's actual present precondition* far-- 

settlement arei : ; : ^ JJf 'f ; " : ; * 

a. The United States must stop the bombing*. 

The United States must agree to withdraw from 

w * ' — — 1 « J 1! Ala mafiftt lUtt 
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When asked if this meant Just 


YlctDAm* 1 , 

agreement to withdraw rather than 
| • • * j that It meant merely agreement) 

c The United States must agree to abide toy the result* 
Of « election to b. hold in Sooth Vtotnnm r.gnrdl... ol th. 
results of that election. 
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’Four Point*" ars considerably more 

concrete than those enunciated by Pham Yarn Dong. They postulate 
one specific action (stopping the bombing of the North) and three 
relatively specific agreements (to withdraw, to abide by th* results 
of an Internal election within South Vietnam, and to accept the 
holding of a referendum on reunification within a specified time 
framel lid not spell out what that election in South Vietnam was 

to be an election for, nor did he indicate the kind of time frame in 
question (months, years) for the reunification referendum. 
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points are obviously not at all the same as Dong's, 
though they are not necessarily in radic al conflict. Dong's speech 
was a statement of broad policy) Comments deal with more or 
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less specific issues couched in language which makes discussion 
and bargaining theorstically -- pr at least linguistically — possible. 

There may well be some talk and thought within the upper 
., ‘reachas of the Lao Dong Politburo about the best way of translating 
- r .biwakd policy formulations into specific Negotiable. Issues. On the 
Of such evidence as is in hand, hh^siVir, 1 am inclined to 

1— assuming our report hl^l^agjemarka .Is accurate — 
m intelligent and perhaps informed lower echelon 
speculation rather than revealing the Oubstancsof some actually 
§§oeiv^td policy gui d elin e . The authoritative and extremely hard- 
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noted 24 July article in Nhan Dan on the "four Points'' (copy attached) 
strongly suggests that even if there is some disposition in Hanoi to 
think in terms of specific negotiable issues that might be formulated 
forfutur* surfacing at an appropriate time, there is as yet no 
appreciable give in North Vietnam's objectives or basic policy position. 
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T. Alao included for your inf ar-naiion &• an attachment fo 
.v ffi^ rntmoruMhini ie a detailed analy*i« of Dong’* point# M 

'Fiv* Point*) which w»i drafted by the Vietnam *»e Allt i r # 
Stiff laat January but i» #tlll pertinent and valid. 


GEORGE A. CARVER, JR. 

Ac tin g Special Aeeietant for Vietnamese Affair* 


Att achment*: 

i. L 


2 , Text of Pham Van Dong’* ’’Four Point* " 

3, Text of 24 July Nhan Dan article 

4, VAS Research Memo dtd 5 January 66 
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